
Colorado Springs Utilities 

A Watering Guide for Drip Irrigation It 's how we're all connected 

Drip irrigation uses a network of plastic flexible pipes to carry a low flow of water under low pressure to 

plants. Generally, this pipe is installed on top of the soil surface and covered with rock or organic mulches 

Drip Irrigation with Emitter Drip Irrigation with In-Line Emitters 

Drip irrigation is a great method to water shrubs, flower beds, pots, vegetable gardens and newly planted 

trees. For these applications, drip irrigation has many advantages over sprinklers. With a drip system, water is 

applied right where it's needed at a slower rate, so it can be absorbed by the soil rather than running off 

(figures 3 & 4). In addition, almost all of the water delivered by the system is available for plants to use. 

Drip irrigation used to water a newly planted tree Drip irrigation used in a vegetable garden. 

However, as with any irrigation system, it's only as efficient as the watering schedule used. If systems are set 

to water excessively, any system including drip can waste water. Here are some tips to help you schedule your 

drip system: 

• Just because drip irrigation is not restricted during outdoor watering restrictions, it's not necessary to 

water every day. In fact, running your drip system too often can lead to waterlogged soil, which can kill 

your plants. 

• Running your drip irrigation system too often may lead to high water bills. If you notice your bill is 

higher than usual, check your irrigation controller and adjust your drip irrigation schedule if needed. 

• For landscape plants, try scheduling your drip system to run one day a week for the months of April, 

May, September, and October; twice a week for the months June- August. 

• Each day the system is schedule to water, add two start times at least two hours apart. Try a run time 

of 30 minutes per zone for each start time. Total run time is 60 minutes for each drip zone per 

watering day. 



• Use the suggested schedules as a guide. Check the soil moisture at the rooting depth of the plants the 

day after watering. If the soil seems dry or if you notice plants beginning to wilt, adjust run times 

accordingly. 

• If some plants are not getting enough water while others are fine, add more emitters to supply more 

water to the drought stressed plants. 

• Check drip system twice a month for leaks or problems and make repairs immediately. 

Sample Schedule for April, May, September and October 

Man Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat Sun 
9 pm start, run 
for 30 min 
11 pm start, 
run for 30 min 

Sample Schedule for June, July and August 

Man Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat Sun 
9 pm start, run 9 pm start, run 
for 30 min for 30 min 
11 pm start, 11 pm start, 
run for 30 min run for 30 min 


